Hypoplastic left heart syndrome with intact atrial septum--attempt of an interventional palliation by ductal and interatrial stent implantation.
In patients with hypoplastic left heart syndrome (HLHS) and intact atrial septum, the blood entering the left atrium cannot egress. Emergency treatment interventionally or surgically is mandatory immediately after birth. We describe a patient with HLHS and intact atrial septum who underwent successful transvenous atrial septostomy immediately after birth. When the interatrial communication became restrictive, stent implantation into the arterial duct and into the atrial septum was performed on the 7th day of life. Despite good hemodymanic response, the lung damage was severe and persistent, rendering staged surgical correction impossible. The child died on the 23rd day of life. Autopsy showed patent and correct placed stents in the duct and the atrial septum. There was severe dilatation of pulmonary lymphatic and venous vessels, suggestive of long-standing pulmonary venous hypertension. In conclusion, this form of HLHS has a poor prognosis despite early and aggressive interventional treatment.